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[AVANA, Jan. 12 — Cuba 
filmly denied today a Chinese 
clmmunist assertion that 
piblic disclosures by Premier 
pstro on a cut in trade be- 
been the two countries were 
hot in accordance with the 
kcts.” 

The Cuban denial was in 



Red China’s 


the form of a lengthy reply 
from the Foreign Trade Minis- 
try to a Chinese Trade Minis- 
try statement published here 
yesterday “clarifying the truth 
of the facts.” It rejected 
point-by^point -the Chinese ver- 
sion. ... . 

It declared: “The Cuban 
revolutionary government has, 



never been accustomed to 
making affirmations which 
are not strictly in accordance 
with <the facts.” 

Behind the latest shot in 
the trade dispute between the 
two countries lay . a very real 
problem facing Cuba through 
China’s reduction in its ex- 


ports of rice— the staple diet 
here— from the, 1965 firure of 
250,000 -tons. 

The Cuban rice ration has 
already been cut by half to 
three pounds per month, and 
a Cuban statement described 
the Chinese reduction as “a 
hard and unexpected blow” to 
the. economy for. which there 


was “no possible immediate 
solution.” 

Arnaud Going to Laos 

PARIS, Jan. 12 (UPI) 
Claude Arnaud will replace 
Pierre Millet as French Am- 
bassador to Laos, the French 
Foreign Office announced to- 
day. 


